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West, Rebecca Train Powder 
Viking. Mar. 18, 1955. 310p. $3.75. 


This collection essays the dangerous defects 
the judicial process the post-war period. The 
best essays are personal report the Germany 
the Nuremberg trials and the Berlin blockade. Three 
the six pieces deal with the obvious miscarriages 
justice three separate criminal trials concerning re- 
spectively South Carolina lynching and torso-mur- 
der and bungling, amateurish attempt espionage 
Britain. 

Rebecca West contemporary rarity—a highly skilled 
writer who combines reportorial skill with acute, 
civilized conscience. She excellent essayist, com- 
menting crucial issues with personal generalization 
interesting slightly heavy style. She writes not 
learned expert, but thinking observer unafraid 
draw her own conclusions. 


These essays are adventures the world personal 
opinion. Miss West’s skill writer times disguises 
the opinionated nature her observations. But this 
self-confidence the part the author should not 
impair the pleasure and insight gained the 
intelligent and watchful reader. 


justifying the Nuremberg trials 1946 she assumes 
what many experts international law emphatically 
deny. She justifies the trials the basis the Kel- 
logg-Briand Pact which had denounced aggressive war 
international crime. Many experts believe that 
the subsequent denunciation the pact itself Hitler 
head the sovereign government Germany de- 
stroyed any basis international law for such trials. 
However, although nearly all the essays deal with 
trials, they are not concerned legal issues. 
greater concern the author the effect these 
trials the community. The one inescapable con- 
clusion from her analyses all the trials that the 
judicial procedures civilized society are not 
yet adequate cope with all lawlessness. 


Rebecca West her best describing the failings 
civilization post-war Germany. She notes the con- 
siderate prohibition the taking pictures the 
Nuremberg the moment when they were 
being told that they were going hanged. 
when society has hurt man must hurt him 
little possible and must preserve what can his 
Pride, lest there should spread that society those 
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feelings which make men the things for which they 
get hanged.” contrast the same authorities carried 
out the hangings with unintended cruelty. The actual 
execution was done incompetent amateur. The 
ten men slowly choked death, with Ribbentrop strug- 
gling the air for twenty minutes. 


She notes writing about the South Carolina lynching 
trial, that the crime had been committed much more 
out the gang spirit night taxi drivers than from 
racial motives. The acquittal the lynchers could 
only achieved with deep sense shame the 
defendants and most their community. The shame 
itself and the relatively lynch-free recent history the 
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West Jameson Chute 


South indication some progress, however slow, 
the growth civilization. 


the British trials the defendants received appro- 
priate jail sentences for their crimes, but their equally 
guilty confederates remained immune from the punish- 
ment the law. The author believes the amateur 
espionage agent was deliberately sacrificed the Com- 
munists distract the attention British Intelligence 
from another uususpected professional spy performing 
truly important espionage work. 


brief, Train Powder good grouping essays 
important contemporary theme. Even though 
not timeless classic, the book deserves wide and 
attentive audience contemporary readers. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—APRIL 
(DOUBLE SELECTION) 


Jameson, Storm The Hidden River 
Harper. Mar. 30, 1955. 244p. $3.00. 


Here have one more the prolonged after-effects 
World War that must endure—another that 
ever lengthening list stories about the French Resist- 
ance. 


its previous serial form Storm Jameson’s book ap- 
peared under the very descriptive title House 
Hate. For reasons best known her publishers has 
been renamed although the Loire River only geo- 
graphic help locating the mansion which Adam 
Hartley came visit from his native England during 
the summer 1949. Five years had elapsed since 
had last seen Jean Monnerie and the other members 
the Monnerie family. the end his very brief 
sojourn Hartley takes away with him bride and the 
memory two deaths—one them violent murder. 


Released, because failing health, from the prison 
which had been confined collaborationist, old 
Daniel Monnerie passes away after vengeful tongue- 
lashing and unmerciful badgering Marie Regnier, 
whose son, Robert, had been put death the 
enemy. few hours Jean casually poisons his 
brother, Francois, (the police called suicide), after 
eliciting from him confession having pointed out 
Robert for his assassins. hint Daniel and re- 
mark Hartley the effect that had seen Francois 
near the scene Robert’s murder had brought forth 
the confession. 


Amid these macabre surroundings and circumstances 
Hartley finds love and carries his clandestine ro- 
mance with Elizabeth, distantly related orphan living 
with the Monnerie family. Previously engaged 
Robert, currently Jean, the girl torn between pity 
for Jean and love for Adam until the latter, who alone 
knows that Jean murderer, allows him escape 
leaving the vindictive Mme. Regnier with her own 
memories and inner torture. 

there any value resurrecting the dead past, 


whether historical fictional form, this novel de- 
finitely fails prove the point. Emerging from the 


Best SELLERS 


mansion liking coming out into the bright sunlight 
and fresh air after having lived under clinical observa- 
tion with group deranged and demented indi- 
viduals. Probably harmless for adult readers, the de- 
pressing mood and low moral standard The Hidden 
River with its hatred, revenge and murder, are scarcely 
worth the time spent its reading. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
Riverdale 71, New York 


The Innocent Wayfaring 


Chute, Marchette 
Dutton. Mar. 31, 1955. 


With decorations the author. 
199p. $2.75. 

Apparently first published 1943, this fresh and 
light-hearted story about the three June days which 
16-year-old Anne Richmond spent company with 
young Nick Wade when each had separately decided 
leave home and seek adventure and fortune 
London. Since neither the prospect matrimony nor 
that “holy orders” pleased Anne—and 14th-century 
England offered other career for gently bred girl— 
she escaped one night from the convent administered 
her Aunt Agatha, taking with her the latter’s pet 
monkey. Nick wanted poet, not wine im- 
porter like his father, and above all wanted find 
out things for himself instead accepting conclusions 
his contemporaries held. They wandered through 
Surrey, after meeting church fair prosperous that 
the clergy did not have resort church-ales for 
revenue, encountered stupid, greedy magistrate, put 
one night rowdy ale-house, narrowly escaped 
from knife-throwing thief while the road, visited 
solidly married friend Nick’s the city Dork- 
ing, accepted hospitality castle where the lady 
tried marry Anne her son, and, this time thor- 
oughly love, returned Anne’s home, determined 
their parents’ ways were best after all. 


focus and treatment this junior novel which 
would enjoyed adolescents. Unfortunately, there 
prejudice among some librarians against stories 
teen-aged boy and girl wandering about together for 
three days, however innocent the wayfaring. Which 
seems leave the book for women readers who prefer 
light, pleasantly entertaining and nostalgic romances. 


The author assures her Foreword “there docu- 
mentary evidence for every detail from the actual name 
the mayor Guildford the recipe for face cream.” 
Certainly, there much local color and historical detail 
about the religious and scientific superstitions the 
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The Power Positive Thinking Aug. 
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The Day Lincoln Was Shot 
Bottoms Up! (Ila) 


period, the folk ways, castle life, contrast between 
Moorish and Christian learning the time. Except 
for one despicable friar, priests and nuns share the 
worldly, benevolently satiric treatment the author uses 
for her lay characters. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Gaddis, William The Recognitions 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 10, 1955. 956p. $7.50. 

There mirror trick used the end this long, 
long novel: the pictures critic—a despicable 
character, goes without this very 
book; when someone remarks the magnitude the 
task reviewing long work, the critic shrugs off 
the difficulty saying that needs read only the 
blurb. The situation offered, vain, splendid oppor- 
tunity the author The Recognitions: could 
have, and should have, used the occasion make some 
apology, however indirect, all the reviewers who are 
forced read his seemingly interminable tale. Even 
the biased conscience novelist should feel some 
twinge imposing wearisome task anyone. 


The casual reader who tempted plunge into this 
work should face the logical question, “why bother?” 
Unless one belongs the extremely small group 
people who are satirized here, has—and willing 
deliberately indulge—a morbid taste for obscenity, 
there scarcely any answer the question. What 
erudition the book contains—and lays claim much 
—seems largely reducible the Golden Bough 
and college course comparative religion. Mr. 
Gaddis shows all the young cynic’s naiveté his will- 
ingness believe any explanation phenomenon 
provided that the account not traditional; should 
have element the disreputable, much the bet- 
ter. The narrative method echoes times the eight- 
eenth-century Sterne, times the young Dos Passos; 
the style often seems frankly imitative Faulkner; 
such models might have served Mr. Gaddis well 


had shown judgment and discipline, but these are 
qualities which plainly lacks. rambles and 
on, needlessly and even disgustingly, striving ineffectu- 
ally 956 big pages what Evelyn Waugh accom- 
plishes less than 200 small ones. 


The comparison between The Recognitions and 
Waugh’s earlier satires should made, though Mr. 
Gaddis suffers terribly it. concentrates 
small group, Mr. Waugh did, and caricatures its 
members, throwing light their aimless, sordid lives. 
Like the characters the Waugh satires, Mr. Gaddis’ 
people are themselves caricatures humanity; 
proceeds distort and exaggerate their traits until 
ends with caricatures caricatures. keep play- 
ing his people off, one against another, leads them 
through series coincidences wild enough have 
made Dickens hesitate. These devices are excusable 
and, indeed, effective, brief, pointed satire; this 
huge tome they are wearying, benumbing. Perhaps 
Mr. Gaddis feels that loose, irregular work congruous 
the American scene and American literary tradition 
but should realize that, even with their small, scat- 
tered reflections society large, the people hits 
are not worth one-tenth the pages expends upon 
them. Repetition sometimes dulls realism instead 
sharpening it. Mr. Gaddis insists over and over 
point that not all new anyone: that the odd 
offshoots our society have filthy minds and foul 
mouths. 


Occasionally this author shows some depth percep- 
tion; and apparently can manage narrative. And 
if, please God, this book not “success,” may 
meet with some human beings whom can use 
characters. Then perhaps will really write. 


the current moral atmosphere may asking too 
much the average publisher expect him act 
with some sense responsibility. should pointed 
out, however, that book this type does not merely 
cater already debased taste; tends itself 
debasing. Obviously the author does not intend 
demoralize, but the tendency—however unconscious— 
his work objective fact and one which the 
publisher should aware. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Wohl, Louis 
Lippincott. Mar. 16, 1955. 383p. $3.95. 


Louis Wohl, who usually fashions exciting yarn 
from some isolated facts, integrating them the 
extent that they present plausible narrative, has 
undertaken this task again The Spear. From the 
germ incident the foot the Cross—Longinus 
piercing the heart Christ with spear—he evolves 
story were the mythical biography Longinus, 
the Roman centurion. Drawing upon apt and in- 
teresting knowledge both the Roman and the Jewish 
world the days Christ, presents panoramic 


account how Longinus happened the Hill 
Golgotha the first Good Friday. 


The novel divided into four books: the first brings 
Longinus from Rome Jerusalem, the second treats 


The Spear 


fer 


Kenyon Skinner Snow 


his association with his Roman fellows the army 
occupation and his relationship with the Jews, the 
third dwells primarily Passion Week and the cruci- 
fixion Christ, while the final division concerns itself 
with the impact Christ’s death upon Longinus. 
There threaded through the whole story the evolu- 
tion Longinus’ character, from that callow and 
confident Roman warrior harassed and remorseful 
soul, groping for some faith and significance life 
which eventually gains through belief Christ 
crucified. 


Longinus first finds himself betrayed the only reality 
believed in—the Roman Empire—subjected the 
barbarism and cruelty Roman slavery, thwarted 
his love for Claudia who marries Pontius Pilate, and 
suffering from the boredom being officer Rome’s 
army occupation. Then discovers new interest 
life—his love for Naomi, the wife wealthy and 
aged Jew, whom Mr. Wohl has finally emerged 
the woman taken also finds 
himself fighting the Freedom Party (rebels against 
Roman domination) which numbers Barabbas, Dismas 
and the other thief who was crucified with Christ. 
But his most searing experience his only meeting 
with Christ the end the dark hours Golgotha. 
Henceforth his whole life changed irrevocably; his 
thirst for revenge because his betrayal, his love for 
Naomi, his ambition for promotion the Roman army, 
all vanish his conviction that Christ God. There- 
after his interests life are completely sublimated, 
even though may denied the love Naomi, 
which, course, not, for despite the overwhelming 
tragedy which encompasses most his life, re- 
with her, the aged husband having plausibly 
ied. 


This story vividly written, with considerable action, 
achieving immediacy the color and the environ- 
ment, the chicanery and the conflicting interests, 
both the Roman and the Judaic worlds. also told 
with consciousness the essential sacredness which 
the tale involves. Finally reveals interesting pic- 
ture the background against which moved Christ, 
His apostles and disciples, His friends and His enemies, 
which should heighten anyone’s appreciation that 
awesome era man’s history. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Kenyon, Emma 


Crowell. Mar. 314p. $3.95. 

the dedicatory inscription this historical romance, 
New Zealander novelist Kenyon confesses that 
was “bludgeoned” into authorship Emma 
friend who chortled, “You may keep your Josephines 
and Napoleons, give Emma Hamilton and Lord 
Nelson! Now there’s woman for you!” The author 
then adds that his friend’s “stentorian laughter still 
rings” his ears. 


Well, then, Emma the hilarious account amoral 
opportunist named Emma Hart, better known his- 
tory Lady Hamilton. Endowed with native grace 
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and beauty young girl, she passes through the suc- 
cessive hands several British noblemen who play 
willing Pygmalions her ambitious Galatea until, 
wealthy woman accomplished social graces, she 
reaches the pinnacle her career meeting and con- 
quering the redoubtable Lord Nelson his mistress. 


This, after all, the story Lady Hamilton and Lord 
Nelson, many histories and biographies have it; and 
this the story our author has chosen retell. his 
view and that his friend, corking good story— 
but still remains corking unedifying story. 
probably corking unsporting wonder why Mr. 
Kenyon brushes aside its immoral elements such 
obvious mood mirth and glee. Nevertheless, 
remain unsympathetic the end, suggest that laughter 
not the proper response Emma, and recommend 
this novel one. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Skinner, Cornelia Otis Bottoms Up! 
Dodd. Mar. 14, 1955. 208p. $3.00. 
baker’s dozen items consisting twelve familiar 
essays and one address. The essays, three which 
originally appeared the New Yorker, are lightly 
witty and amusing, some more than others. They 
deal with reminiscences playing Shakespeare opposite 
her father, “moments when one doesn’t know where 
look,” weeping theatrical performances, writing 
shipboard, Paris street names, American bad manners 
abroad, being sports widow, and frustrations en- 
countered when using the Bibliotheque Nationale, all 
the traditional Skinner manner. After the innocuous 
content the essays the title item, address the 
American Gynecological Society, comes like bomb- 
shell. must have made explosively successful 
evening for the doctors, but slightly incongruous 


its present company. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Snow, The New Men 
Scribner. Jan. 10, 1955. 311p. $3.50. 


One the most interesting ramifications the con- 
temporary exploitation nuclear energy has been the 
concomitant soul-searching many the scientists— 
the new men—who brought act out potency. 


The Oppenheimer case—with its charges and counter- 
charges covered with obfuscation and acrimony—is 
outgrowth this internal disturbance our scientific 
society. The Fuchs betrayal, the Pontecorvo flight be- 
hind the Iron Curtain—all these are instances 
this politico-moral schizophrenia afflicting the men who 
were involved this effort. supernatural 
values guide them mechanistic universe, the an- 
thropomorphic view the next best ennobling level 
which operate, and the service mankind becomes 
the beacon their world darkness and violence. 
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Having unleashed such terrifying powers destruc- 
tion, the “new men” seek harness for higher pur- 
poses. Unfortunately, the “higher purpose” inter- 
national communism has been served too well this 
approach and the wisdom certain actions—feeding 
the secrets the democracies 
takes its true hue: bloody red, the possible sunrise 
the last day man this earth. 


And still the scientists cry for their freedom, for the 
international exchange information, somehow naively 
believing that all will well, that the age enlighten- 
ment (the second? third?) will lead all men “see” 
that his brothers whom seeks destroy. Very 
nice! Except they often omit the fundamental point: 
brotherhood implies one Fatherhood. 


All this way background Snow’s novel. 
effort give some frame reference one who 
might accidentally pick this novel and think deals 
with these themes. Actually, does, but only super- 
ficially. dealing with the peripheral issues, not 
exploiting them profoundly enough give them real 
meaning, the author has evidently preferred tell his 
story terms two somewhat dull and uninteresting 
brothers, Lewis and Martin Eliot. Lewis func- 
tionary responsible for administrative liaison between 
the British government and Barford (the Los Alamos 
England). Martin physicist who works the 
project designed bring the A-bomb reality. Most 
the time-span the novel during World War 
when the dramatic race beat Germany the pro- 
duction the nuclear weapon might have meant the 
difference between defeat and victory. 


And though the Allies won, they lost. For within the 
ranks the scientists were the defectors: men who 
(without permission) willingly passed the scientific 
secrets Red agents. Peculiarly, these men never con- 
sidered themselves traitors: Russia was ally entitled 
the information; the international brotherhood 
man proclaimed the Communists was politically 
above any nationalism; and many other reasons which 
were equally specious and captious. 


Snow seems well qualified write this story. 
scientist and civil servant, besides being novelist. 
knows the scientific temperament and portrays well 
the persons Lewis Eliot, Walter Luke, Arthur 
Monteney, Drawbell and other members the staff 
Barford; equally successful with Thomas Bevill, 
Hector Rose, Martin Eliot, Francis Getliffe—bureau- 
crats. But his Sawbridge, the betrayer, very im- 
portant yet emerges cardboard figure lacking 
credible dimensions; remains attitude rather than 
human being. 


effort fit the historical development into some 
sort emotional and human perspective Snow intro- 
duces obliquely polite personality conflict between 
Martin and Lewis (no gag intended); unpleasant 
marriage; and some jockeying for power among the 
personnel Barford. 


The total impression one very tidy, all very- 
proper and innocuous exercise which never really gets 
off the ground. Too bad! There’s mighty and im- 
pressive novel wrought from this profound ma- 


Thomsen Beach 


terial. But scientist Snow has not succeeded—as the 
new men did—in bringing the act out the potency. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Thomsen, Richard 
Putnam. Feb. 25, 1955. 245p. $3.50. 


Like stormy gale from the wintry wastes the North 
Atlantic comes this turbulent novel from Denmark. 
ballad-like style—but built epic proportions— 
this flinty and stony story some Faroe Islanders 
the end the eighteenth century. 


Jorund and Sigvad are Danish peasants forbidden 
marry unless they own land. This they acquire from 
Hermod Hamar when—in magnanimous gesture 
spite his old enemy, Guttorm Bratte—he gives 
them portion acreage known Tabernacle Bay. 
With land they can marry, Jorund Anna Sofia and 
Sigvad Karen Patrine. the years pass the new 
yeomen prosper but with success comes the decay 
their characters. From stubborn and honest fighter 
Jorund becomes self-centered, lascivious, domineering 
father who alienates his family and holds the com- 
munity fear. Sigvad, mental ox, acquiesces 
Jorund passive collusion. 


this community ignorance and superstition comes 
Halvors, the drunken schoolmaster, who forms 
strange alliance with Kurt, the bastard son Sibba, 
the wild one (rejected her father, Jorund, for her 
transgressions). his mental superiority and 
Kurt with his terrifying strength and fierce independ- 
ence defy Jorund. And when shipwreck delivers 
Ysobel, the French coquette, into this strange menage, 
she the catalytic agent which hastens the action 
dramatic climax. 


the best sense the term, Thomsen born tale- 
spinner. His story rings with authenticity and his char- 
acters rear off the printed page three dimensions 
reality. his style concretely masculine: forth- 
right and sharp detail, mushy ambiguity senti- 
mental treacle. 


Naomi Walford complimented for her splendid 
translation keeping the saga-like tone the original. 
But Thomsen must the praise for creating 
exciting and highly readable—though for adult 
audience only—novel which strong evidence that his 
fellow-Danes are discerning public for giving him the 
repute rightfully enjoys his homeland. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Beach, Comdr. Edward L., U.S.N. 

Run Silent, Run Deep 
Holt. Mar. 31, 1955. 364p. $3.95. 
This novel the submarine service has all the action 
melodrama and all the psychological insights 
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Albrand Colette Merton 


true literature. The characters, like their ships, “run 
silent, run deep,” and what implied important 
the tale what stated. 


Against backdrop the Pacific World War are 
highlighted the hunted and the hunters seen from 
the lonely perspective command. Two hard-headed 
men stalking the same enemy are pitted against each 
other the interdependent drama decision and 
destiny; and though not drastic The Caine Mutiny 
incident more dynamic impact. 


Beach’s adventurous enthusiasm, his imaginative ap- 
proach and his close looking detail make this one 
the better war novels the current crop. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Albrand, Martha The Mask Alexander 
Random House. Feb. 1955. 234p. $3.00. 


Intrigue and suspense, handled well Martha 
Albrand, are plentifully offered readers The Mask 
Alexander. The locale this latest Miss Al- 
brand’s works ranges from the dress salon Alexander, 
Paris’ most famous dress designer, the princely 
palazzo Venice, belonging Falconieri, leading 
Italian political figure. 


the very beginning the story Bettina Drake, young 
and lovely daughter highly placed diplomat whose 
career had been ruined the treachery some one 
close him, recognizes the fact that Monsieur Alex- 
ander really Gregory Kalsan, whose unexplained dis- 
appearance had contributed her father’s disgrace. 
order discover the man responsible for the 
disgrace surrounding her father’s last years, and also 
because she realizes she really loves Greg, Bettina man- 
ages become model Alexander’s dress establish- 
ment. the very first day that Bettina there, 
Loiret, Alexander’s cutter, fished out the Seine. 
The police list suicide, but Alexander knows 
murder, undoubtedly engineered Communists who 
are out destroy the small group 
which leader. 


From this point on, events move quickly. Under pre- 
tense showing his dresses Italy, Alexander 
carries his investigations Venice where dis- 
covered that Falconieri, posing anti-communist, 
really working with the communists. 


The story has all the trimmings cloak and dagger 
novel. There the resourceful, courageous Intelli- 
gence officer, posing Alexander—adept skillful 
disguises and protected kindly Providence that 
foils the many attempts made his life. There the 
lovely and intrepid Bettina who discounts dangers 
her own person and wanders blithely about midnight 
gondolas and strange apartments. There even 
dwarf, combination friend and servant who almost 
gives his life for his beloved Alexander. When 
Bettina, the final exciting scene, shot, she suffers 
only flesh wound and the author hand make 
sure that misunderstandings are cleared and that 
Alexander and Bettina face reasonably happy 
future. 


Best SELLERS 


Martha Albrand writes exciting, fast-moving novel. 
Both background and characters are interesting. The 
reader, though spared any real doubt whether 
not Alexander had betrayed Bettina’s father, impelled 
rush through the book find out just how Miss 
Albrand will extricate the hero and heroine from one 
dangerous situation after another. The book can 
recommended anyone who wants relax and enjoy 
several pleasurable hours exciting armchair ad- 
venture. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Colette (tr. Enid McLeod) The Vagabond 
Farrar, Straus Young. Feb. 14, 1955. 223p. $3.00. 


Having heard much about Colette during the past 
year, was anxious read, least translation, some- 
thing that she had written. happend The 
Vagabond. The result: favorable impression. An- 
other reader may find disappointing, especially 
that reader demands plot his novel. There 
practically such device The Vagabond retain 
your interest, yet you are kept completely immersed 
the difficulties Renée Néré until have read the 
very last sentence the very last page. dancer 
music hall, Renée had already experienced one un- 
fortunate marriage when she becomes acquainted with 
affluent Maxime Dufferein-Chautel, who proposes mar- 
riage. not Catholic, our heroine has 
religious scruples against remarrying while her worth- 
less husband alive, although divorced. The book 
substantially account the relationship between 
Renée and Maxime, account which Colette presents 
for the most part from the point view Renée. 
Since Renée depicted something author 
well dancer, the letters are sensitively written, 
one might expect. element suspense main- 
tained, chapter after chapter. 


Colette also weaves into the story half dozen other 
characters who are almost clearly delineated for the 
reader Renée herself. You learn much about the 
French music halls and the actors and actresses who 
associated with Renée. Apart from the assumption 
that remarriage after divorce not wrong, you will 
find nothing objectionable the book. you consider 
that insidious point view, undoubtedly is, 
you may not want read the book all. you are 
inclined read the book spite it, you will prob- 
ably like this short novel, chosen “eminent jury 
French writers one the best twelve novels 
France has produced the first half the present 
century,” according the dust jacket this little book. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—APRIL 
SELECTION 


Merton, Thomas Man Island 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 264p. $3.95. 


Thomas Merton has established himself the literary 
voice Catholic America. Although living Trap- 
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pist monk Kentucky, his words have gone forth 
the ends the land. This due part the fact 
that gifted writer who has found the way 
make spirituality readable for his generation, give his 
contemporaries glimpse what contemplation can 
mean our time. due even more, perhaps, the 
conviction that here honest man sincerely strug- 
gling with the problems life and one who the 
right road. 


Man Island has been hailed Merton’s 
greatest book. Those who consider The Seven Storey 
Mountain his masterpiece will disagree; those who pre- 
fer Seeds Contemplation will accept the judgment. 
Merton, himself, terms sequel the latter. Like 
Seeds book which the reader will ponder and 
meditate. poet who knows the shift and shape 
things, Merton sees the vision against the background 
the night from which God’s grace has emerged. 
Light and shadow chase each other across his pages. 


the important “Prologue” the author outlines his 
position. The individual person responsible for liv- 
ing his life. shirks the responsibility, will never 
find out the meaning his existence. Laziness inclines 
him accept the optimistic soluticn and huddle with 
the herd out reach the winds anxiety. This 
Father Merton has intention doing. Although 
will accept divorce from Catholic tradition, Mer- 
ton has some harsh denunciation convention. Neither 
has any patience with the view that all the answers 
have been given those dead least five hundred 
years. 


Anne Morrow Lindbergh her recent Gift from the 
Sea writes, feel are all islands common sea.” 
Father Merton probably would agree. has his 
last chapter some poetic pages man’s spiritual 
privacy-failure respect which seems him secret 
contempt God who alone can penetrate the secrecy 
and solitude the individual. Merton also has 
exalted. his meditation “Vocation” the author 
shows that does appreciate the life ordinary 
Christians. Advertising and noise come once 
again for denunciation but prudence and moderation 
also adorn the book. “Being and Doing” real gem 
this respect. “The relative perfection must 
not the twenty-four-hour day production perfect 
acts virtue but life from which practically all the 
obstacles God’s love have been removed over- 
come,” writes Father Merton. This but one example 
the depth and wisdom this extraordinary book 
which will certainly read and pondered. 


E.A. Ryan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Huddleston, Sisley 
France: The Tragic Years 1939-1947 
Devin-Adair. Apr. 11, 1955. 360p. $5.00. 


Statesmen and politicians, diplomats and demagogues, 
and jingoists began weird dance 1919. 
They were trying avoid the large areas quicksand 


Huddleston 


which had been spread across the European continent 
the Treaty Versailles. Watching these gyrations 
was the impressible and brilliant diplomatic corre- 
spondent, the late Sisley Huddleston (he had peer 
this country). Huddleston belongs the revision- 
ist school historiography which has found haven 
the publishing houses Devin-Adair, Caxton, and 
Regnery. 


Readers who are familiar with Huddleston’s earlier pub- 
lished Popular Diplomacy and War (1954) will appre- 
ciate him sensitive man who deplores the sufferings 
civilians wartime and the peacetime machinations 
the Clamor Boys diplomacy. was one the 
first publicists recognize the menace Communism 
Western Europe the period between the great wars 
and his candid denunciations against coexistence caused 
almost total eclipse his writing career. 


The outbreak World War came surprise 
Huddleston, nor did the early collapse Poland and 
France. But would live out the war France and 
Monaco, becoming French citizen 1943. Nothing 
demonstrates his love for France more than that action 
taken when French fortunes were finding the lowest 
level. this volume are Huddleston’s impressions 
wartime France and the hectic years reconstruction. 
There are heroes, villains, and innocent bystanders 
the exciting story. 


There Marshal Petain—the courageous soldier 
World War fame—fighting his greatest battle after 
France’s most bitter military defeat. Petain, master 
passive resistance, was struggling save the lives 
his people when more hysterical leaders would have 
caused the Germans wreak reprisals the defense- 
less populace. 

There General Gaulle—the soldier who deserted 
the battlefield—who would flee England where 
expected find white horse large enough leap 
the channel effect the liberation people from 
their own constitutional government. There the 
enigmatic Laval who would prove equal 
nuisance Hitler and Petain. There are the French 
Communists disguised patriotic guerillas who 
would conduct barbaric purge against loyal French 
and anti-Communist elements bloody civil war 
while the greater war was its height. 

However, the real heroes the story are the French 
people who suffered much their homeland became 
the scene battle for the second time generation. 
Huddleston almost poetical describes their 
confusion, hysteria, despondency, and resignation when 
their army and political leadership col- 
lapsed. the nightmare defeat the highways and 
byways France were cluttered with civilians and 
poilus. The dawn came and with the depressing 
future Occupation. people could have been 
more graceful defeat and their leader, Petain, was 
magnificently sensible. But the callousness few 
ambitious men would disrupt the life-saving armistice 
and the French masses—men, women, children, and 
aged—would suffer more the hands the French 
than from the rule the German the indiscriminate 
bombing American and British allies. 


This does not make pretty story. Rather severe 
and scholarly indictment modern diplomacy and 
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modern methods warfare. sordid reminder 
that peaceful coexistence was tried for two decades 
Europe with the end result being holocaust. 
fervent plea statesmen for their reacceptance 
human values and their rejection publicity-conscious 
power politics. The American reader now has chance 
read the concise truth those tragic years which 


befell our oldest ally. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Taylor, Telford 
Grand Inquest. The Story Congressional 
Investigations. 


Simon Schuster. Feb. 21, 1955. 358p. $4.50. 


Few intellectual exercises are rewarding and stimu- 
lating the reading book reflecting the ideas 
well trained legal mind. There reason instead 
emotion, balance rather than partisanship, and devo- 
tion the cardinal virtue justice and the closely 
associated concept equity. Most good lawyers are 
also masters English style. All these qualities are 
found Telford Taylor’s study investigations 
legislative bodies. 


The author delves extensively into the history such 
inquiries, both the United States and other coun- 
tries, especially Great Britain. Court decisions con- 
trolling these hearings are carefully documented. Sur- 
prisingly, one the finest decisions emanated from 
lowly court. Judge Charles Patrick Daly, the Court 
Common Pleas, New York City, gave decision 
exactly one century ago which was legal masterpiece. 
The judge spelled out precisely the powers and limita- 
tions such committees and thus shackled legal 
prosecution Catholics the Know-Nothing Party. 


With the advent the New Deal, and later with the 
rise the Communist problem, the “illusion omni- 
potence” arose with regard Congressional commit- 
tees. They challenged the historic separation powers 
among judicial, legislative, and executive branches, 
and between federal and state authority. They tended 
toward extralegal prosecution witnesses called before 
the committees. Standards fairness and due process 
were strained the limits. The Fifth Amendment 
became epithet, instead protection available 
innocent persons compromised circumstances that 
might incriminate them. 


All these points are treated with cold analysis and im- 
pressive documentation. Only the last chapter, 
parts which might well have remained unwritten, 
does the author falter. Here lumps all Congres- 
sional Committees communism into one category, 
ignoring the differences qualities among committees, 
and the same committee different periods its 
life. complains that are served “warmed-over 
spy,” already discovered law-enforcement agencies. 
This ignores the public service done committees 
altering the public dangers which were being sup- 
pressed the Executive during that period. 


The author implies that Catholic criticism Senator 
McCarthy rare and unrepresentative. Yet America 
and Commonweal have been consistent critics the 


Best SELLERS 


controversial senator, and Gallup Poll samplings indi- 
cate that Catholic opinion quite split this score. 
Another minor point note the author’s apparent 
unawareness the baiting committees Com- 
munists and their sympathizers. This has been far 
worse than even the tribulations vented upon Judge 


Medina. 


These are small flaws book written the grand 
tradition American law. Books this type make 
proud our heritage. long respect the 
majesty impartial justice, our democracy shall re- 
main great. documenting this point well, Mr. 
Taylor has rendered notable service our nation 


today. 
John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Beals, Carleton Our Yankee Heritage 
McKay. Feb. 25, 1955. 311p. $4.00. 


American interest the strongest tradition—or the 
most celebrated one—which has contributed the 
formation our present situation will undoubtedly 
assure for this volume some attention and perhaps 
good sale. seems me, however, that much better 
job considering the Yankee heritage the United 
States could have been done, and cannot recommend 
this book satisfactory for any class reader. 


The reason for beginning review with statement 
such breadth not the usual one which has caused 
condemnation volumes appear Best Sellers 
various connections past issues. There flagrant 
immorality included this book, but there 
sistent emphasis interpretation history and 
historical activities which simply not acceptable. 
The emphasis which refer the Marxian one 
stressing always the economic motives which led men 
the past perform certain actions. From the time 
the landing the Pilgrim Fathers, according 
Beals, the chief reason for every activity undertaken 
Yankees has been economic. Occasionally has 
also been political. Other motivations are left entirely 
out account. 


While one might tempted agree, somewhat wryly, 
that far too many the “shrewd Yankee Tricks” mem- 
orialized multitudes writers since 1620, have had 
their foundation economic interest, surely few 
them have been characterized some other motives. 
Adopting twentieth-century evaluation person 
event, and reading this evaluation into activities which 
occurred the seventeenth eighteenth century 
method which Beals has employed both implement 
his Marxian approach and make easier his self- 
appointed task telling what our Yankee forebears 
were like. Thus, for example, Roger Williams was 
animated “broad, humanitarian zeal.” And Emer- 
son was fascinated the Miserere and the Traidor in- 
stead Tenebrae and the Traditor. This very 
easy scholarship, deserves that appellation all. 


The style simple; fact, simple declarative sentences 
abound. the intention imitate New England 
simplicity, however, the intention fails. The book 
reads, rather, though might have been composed 
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with high-school audience mind. The word audi- 
ence here used advisedly: the book seems rather in- 
tended read aloud, slowly, than read. 
has few merits, beyond that having been written 
man whose previous publications have been numer- 
ous, and who has, presumably, readymade assembly 
readers awaiting this volume. 


might add that have deliberately avoided the use 
the third person this review—although ordinarily 
prefer it—to make quite clear that these are own 
opinions. This book does not accomplish anything 
promised its title, and furthermore made de- 
ficient the lack careful proof-reading and 
index. repeat, cannot conscientiously recom- 
mended anyone, although will probably not 
much harm those into whose hands may fall. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Schindler, John A., M.D. 
How Live 365 Days Year 
Prentice-Hali. Mar. 1955. 222p. $3.95. 


Books psychosomatic medicine are not new the 
field medical psychiatric practice. Those which 
are occasionally written for the general public are 
usually watered down appeal the average 
reader that they end trying all things all 
men but actually being nothing anyone. Dr. Schin- 
dler’s book exception this condition. 


clear, non-technical and highly readable fashion has 


spelled out the effects the emotions bodily ills 
and gives them the term emotionally in- 
duced illnesses. has built his book around three 
Thomas’s four wishes (need for recognition, new 
experiences and security) and added the wishes 
creative expression and self esteem and love. 
this framework has developed psychological 
foundation for the development the healthy per- 
sonality. 


The book divided into two parts. The first deals 
with how the emotions can make person ill 
neurological, respiratory and glandular level. The 
second part devoted the cure emotionally in- 
duced illnesses through the development emotional 
well being within the individual, his family and work. 
The sections the effects emotional imbalance 
the system are especially good and vividly pre- 
sented. 


Schindler’s thesis that the efforts traditional 
psychiatry and Freudian analysis digging into the 
past and the unconscious order arrive 
understanding the present, while they may have 
value, are also time consuming and beyond the reach 
the average patient. His method has been one 
explanation, ventilation and education. this last 
phase makes use audiovisual aids which are pre- 
the patient and his spouse the doctor’s 


The more analytically oriented therapist will undoubt- 
edly view this effort with slightly jaundiced eye. 
However, Schindler wrote this book both for the patient 


Schindler Scholmer Castle 


and the general practitioner who sees the vast bulk 
these patients. there may valid arguments 
raised that some the matters are treated superficially 
the field better public understanding the role 
emotions the area general health. The general 
practitioner who may have little inclination aptitude 
for deeper psychoanalytic presentations will find this 
tome ready reference for many the somatic com- 
plaints that literally flow over into his practice and 
which times threaten engulf him. This 
worthwhile book for the general reader well the 
medical man not too deeply versed 
thought and theory. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Scholmer, Joseph Vorkuta 


Holt. Feb. 17, 1955. 304p. $3.75. 

Above the Arctic Circle near the Urals the Russian 
slave labor camp Vorkuta. For over three years, the 
author, under twenty-five year sentence for “espion- 
age,” was member the slave battalions. 


The fact that Scholmer had been for twenty years 
member the German Communist Party and was, 
the time his arrest the Russian Secret Police, 
doctor working for the ministry Health East Ger- 
many, apparently had little bearing upon his fate. 
was snatched from his home and examined endlessly 
until exhaustion “admitted” that knew per- 
son who was contact with Allied authorities West 
Berlin. Prompt sentencing followed. 


The record life the prison camp one for all 
adults read. not compilation horrors but 
the day day account man who shrewd 
and honest observer. His material, principally, the 
people the camps—guards and prisoners alike. What 
has say about the Soviet system, what has 
say the present conduct the free West, and what 
reveals about the condition the people behind the 
curtain should must reading for politicians and all 
thoughtful Americans. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Castle, Eugene Billions, Blunders and Baloney 
Devin-Adair. Jan. 31, 1955. 278p. $3.50. 

Roman poet once wrote, effect, that indignation 
led him verse. Apparently leads others write 
books. Mr. Castle bristles with anger, righteous 
otherwise, when contemplates our amateurishness 
worse the field propagandizing our enemies 
allies abroad. not quite sure the remedy. 
times seems advocate throwing out the entire 
program. other times merely suggests improve- 
ments. 


general, feels that much worse than our 


enemies, the Communists, and our allies, such the 


ae 


Spears Bainbridge 


British. For example, insist upon using American 
personnel working from regal mansions the better 
parts city. contrast, the Communists would 
use native agitators, working from the locale most 
suited for their purpose. 


The favor shown Communists, and the questionable 
staffing our own agencies, happened Germany 
shortly after the Second World War, given thorough 
documentation. The author attacks the waste involved 
duplicating facilities commercially available Euro- 
peans, such wire services, motion pictures, and 
magazines. feels that the commercial product 
much better propaganda than the government products. 


Mr. Castle rightly notes the value propaganda 
through action, such firm, consistent foreign policy. 
argues that the State Department should not 
undercut various special agencies working the 
same field. skeptical about such agencies 
FOA, which considers empire-builders devoted 
their own perpetuation. 


Many the strictures this book, taken separately, 
have real merit. But they lose impact because exag- 
gerations, inconsistencies, and sweeping generalizations. 
The author never seems sure whether at- 
tacking foreign aid such abuses the program. 
has good points, but more balanced presentation 
would have been far more effective. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Spears, Major General Sir Edward 
Assignment France. Volume II. 
Fall France: June, 1940” 

Wyn, Inc. Feb. 24, 1955. 333p. $5.00. 


From his position Churchill’s liaison officer working 
France before, during, and after the Dunkirk retreat 
General Spears narrates the gossipy details Anglo- 
Franco conflicts the higher echelons military and 
diplomatic personnel. 


The entire volume severe critique French unpre- 
paredness for World War II. The French leaders are 
generally portrayed hysterical and whimpering in- 
competents. Their British counterparts are invariably 
cool, calm, and collected. Pertinax, the distinguished 
French journalist, his Gravediggers France, written 
during the war years, described the causes and effects 
unpreparedness much more scholarly fashion. 
Winston Churchill, the hero the present work, has 
covered the same broad area General Spears 
much more readable fashion. 


Any pretense objectivity the part Spears 
completely dispelled reveals his complete devo- 
tion his hero: “My one prayer was that, the in- 
vasion (of England) came, should there, stand 
front him and shield him (Churchill).” This 
human shield failed protect the hero’s reputation 
from charges meddling American affairs. Through- 
out the story Churchill revealed working con- 
stantly get the United States into the war. His com- 
plete disregard for the American Constitution ap- 
parent impresses upon his English colleagues and 


Best SELLERS 


French allies that F.D.R. will war when the time 
ripe. was not ripe the Dunkirk days. How- 
ever, the fine Rooseveltian hand stretching across the 
Atlantic pat troubled French head encouraged 
such Churchillian thinking. June 1940, Roose- 
velt was assuring the French that would far 
the law allowed helping the allies, and even 
little further. The allies had the impression that 
F.D.R. was only waiting for the elections November 
completed before acted. Their foresight was 
confirmed the passage the Lend-Lease Act just 
few months after the election. But this entire story 
has been most ably presented such revisionists 
William Henry Chamberlain and Harry Elmer Barnes. 


this reviewer the author has shown blindness to- 
ward some glaring historical facts. weaknesses 
were obvious most competent European observers 
before the war. The French and British were never 
compatible allies. The French were behaving naturally 
trying get all-out effort from the British the 
dark days was not going 
outstanding British attribute throughout World 
War II. The reviewer was also disarmed Spears’ 
comparison Joan Arc and Eve Curie similar 
their desires save their nation. 


But the biggest question which remains why the 
author bothered write this work all. not 
diary, nor memoir, nor history. awkward 
conglomeration opinion, gossip, rumor, 


sight. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Bainbridge, John Garbo 


Doubleday. Mar. 24, 1955. 256p. $4.00. 


The “legend” the best known screen actress ex- 
plored here what may called “not too intimate” 
biography. The author has, apparently painstakingly, 
and just apparently without any assistance from his 
subject, reviewed all the available factual material 
the life Greta Gustatsson Stockholm. This covers 
her days latherer Swedish barbershop, em- 
ployee department store, protégé Mauritz 
Stiller, the director (here credited with being her 
phenomenon the Hollywood screen, 
and finally retired and mysterious semi-recluse about 
the world. 


Aside from the bare statement that the curious can 
find here about all that presently can publicly known 
about the actress, few additional comments may 
order. 


First, the biographer has attempted write intelli- 
gently, i.e., avoid the idiocies the fan magazine 
type reporting. super-subtlety times may de- 
feat his purpose. few occasions raise question 
whether the professedly idolizing writer entertains 
sly doubts the intelligence his heroine his own 
perceptions are suspect. 


While appears the author’s thesis that the life 
Garbo, great actress, should intrinsically more 
worthy record than that some highly publicized 
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(and dramatically talentless) Hollywood 
national actresses, the result here throws the premise 
into definite uncertainty. highly probable that the 
“life” representative artist is, such, negligible 
importance the history art ideas. The ma- 
terial out which this biography worked very 
often different kind, and appeal, from that 
the publications which pander mere idle curiosity 
and the tendency vicarious enjoyment luxurious 
vice. 


would difficult defend the proposition that the 
distinction between the transatlantic, airborne sea- 
borne, fornications certain Hollywood flamboyancies 
and the euphuistically named but uncompromisingly 
detailed “romances” Garbo such that the recount- 
ing the one sort fodder only for the stupid masses 
while the other rare and pure cultural interest. 


possibly moment all another little curiosity 
the book. appendix carefully gives the full cast 
and all credit every movie that Garbo made. But 
the listing Grand Hotel, and also the narrative 
discussion this movie the text, the name Jean 
Harlow pointedly omitted. One might, with nothing 
better do, wonder why. 


And with absolutely nothing better do, discrimi- 
nating adult might read this biography, but profit. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Baker, Gladys Our Hearts Are Restless 
Putnam. Mar. 31, 1955. 282p. $3.50. 


This story written the author the very well- 
received book Had Know presents challenge 
the mature reader which might well stoop pick 
and consider. 


Definitely for the mature reader. set 
sanitarium where the tensions and the fears life 
the world today are only thinly masked ap- 
pearance charming country place the beautiful 
mountain country Switzerland, and the semblance 
normality the part the guests. see this 
book, attempt present for our consideration 
the trenchant and ever present questions—more urgent 
today than some days and some years—Who are 
you? What you do? Where you the 
world around you and your own private world come 
crashing down fragments your feet. 


The thesis worked out through the story brilliant 
and very beautiful young woman who has been suc- 
cessful writer and charming social companion 
many international gatherings. But she enters the book 
“broken reed” helplessly ensnared the throes 
compulsive drinking. this stage, the best thing that 
can said for her that she realizes her position, that 
she knows she can longer face the ordinary world 
and its daily demands, and that she anxious 
helped regain her balance all things. Through 
the medium Religious, Mother Mary Magdelena, 
whose convent conveniently next door the sani- 
tarium, think that this very weak spot the 
book too close coincidence and too obvious) 


Georgia Gale made understand the “goodness” 
all things which the Lord has created, even the fruit 
the vine. fact, there might easily arise some de- 
gree controversy over the parts the book which 
the Mother Superior discourses upon alcoholic bever- 
ages and dispenses them her guests. The upshot 
the whole book that Georgia Gale learns what will 
power is, practices its use, and seems rewarded 
the end with love, contentment, and the beginning 
newly balanced life. 

think that not unusual that this problem should 
dealt with fiction. Certainly great problem 
our age. Gladys Baker has given solution, has held 
out life line people (represented Ron, Valerie, 
Armand and all living the Mon 
Repos) who have found impossible cope with the 
demands their society. The solution Georgia 
Gale’s personal problem, the righting fortuitously 
her toppled world these are, mind, too pat, 
too facile resolutions—possible certainly the world 
which Gladys Baker has created, but not quite prob- 
able. The story the Mother Superior too neat; 
she too close being “deus machina” for 
taste. 


But with all its faults the book certainly courageous 
one, and Gladys Baker has handled her subject with 
commendable quiet and good sense. The subject mat- 
ter automatically restricts the book discriminating 
adult readers; what has say about the rootless 
generation might well listened to. 


The title the book, course, comes from St. Augus- 
tine. The decadent society among which moved 
revitalized within the walls Dr. Lattre’s sani- 
tarium; the search Augustine paralleled 
Georgia’s restless seeking. Augustine’s heart ultimately 
rested God; Georgia’s rests God also, but not 
completely—there are always Mother Mary Magdelena 
and Dr. Lattre into the bargain. 


This must have been difficult book write; certainly 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Bedoyére, Michael Living Christianity 
McKay. Jan. 1955. 200p. $3.00. 


Catholics take full advantage the spiritual wealth 
their disposal? Why that their Church often 
fails make deeper impression upon Protestants and 
unbelievers? Michael Bedoyére bases his an- 
swers these two questions the training received 
the Catholic religion and his long experience with 
contemporary problems editor the Catholic Herald 
London. Hence his book partly autobiography 
and partly exposition dogmatic and moral ques- 
tions. 


believes that the ordinary instruction the 
faithful whether Sunday sermons, missions, and re- 
treats too much emphasis placed upon the observance 
the Commandments and the traditional forms 
Catholic piety the detriment the “inner spiritual 
perception God.” illustrates his general conten- 
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tion detailed analysis the relationship between 
God and man, the meaning the Incarnation, and the 
part that the Sacraments, especially Penance and the 
Eucharist, should have our life. also discusses 
subjects that non-Catholics usually find difficult 
accept, such the infallibility the Church, the 
eternity Hell, and the attitude the Church to- 
ward divorce and birth-control. 


There will probably some disagreement with his 
ideas. For example, the author maintains that carnal 
sins may often the least culpable all, and that 
those married divorced person using contracep- 
tives may not guilty mortal sin the strict sense 
the term. Again his arguments against the tradi- 
tional system giving missions and retreats not 
appear too convincing. the whole, however, his 
book worth recommending, least for adults, since 
the philosophical parts have read very carefully. 
gives many practical suggestions for making people 
realize the sublimity the Mass, shows how 
can derive greater spiritual profit from confession and 
Holy Communion, and respectfully argues that lay 
people given more responsible role the activity 
the Church. But his most valuable contribution, 
and the finest pages the book, emphasize the all- 
important fact that living Christianity not morality 
nor the legalistic aspects religion, but the complete 
dedication one’s entire being the service God. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Erickson, Robert 

The Structure Music. ..(A Listener’s 

Guide) 
Noonday Press. Mar. 1955. 201p. $4.00. 
Few books music have the clarity and lucidity 
explaining, for the amateur, the structure musical 
composition which distinguishes this “Study Music 
terms Melody and Counterpoint.” Virgil Thomp- 
son’s introductory note makes the just estimate 
Erickson’s work “this uncommonly enlightened book 
(which) tells the history music through the history 
counterpoint, chiefly non-differentiated counter- 
point.” handbook for the reader who does not 
know one note from another, written, and plays 
musical instrument, this invaluable instruction 
for anyone who knows the rudiments the piano- 
forte and can read musical scales. Liberal illustration 
the text with samples harmonic composition, re- 
vealing the architecture musical score makes the 
study page after page illuminating adventure. 
And the discussion music ranges from the early 
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canonic interplay the more contrived counterpoint 
recent “moderns.” Every high school and college 
should find place for this “listener’s Guide” its 
shelves, and every lover music—their number grow- 
ing daily through listening long-play and hi-fi record- 
ings—will eventually enjoy music more for having 
studied altogether admirable book such this is. 


Sypher, Wylie Stages Renaissance Style 
Doubleday-Anchor (No. A-45). 312p. $1.25. 


Subtitled “Transformations Art and Literature: 1400- 
1700,” this paper-bound addition the valuable An- 
chor series well worth perusal. You may not agree 
with all Mr. Sypher’s conclusions, admit all his 
premises. has essayed difficult kind synthesis 
correlating painting, sculpture, architecture, with poetry 
and literature generally during the Renaissance and 
Baroque periods; not always with complete success, but 
least with continual interest for the reader. The 
book handsomely illustrated, for the price, with 
monochrome photographs and should prove valuable 
“chapbook” for any reader with interests higher than 
finding out the solution novel plots following the 
directions how-to-do-it. 


Richards, Robert (Editor) 
Dictionary American Literature 
Philosophical Library. 253p. $5.00. 


Only what seems dogged determination, the 
part the Philosophical Library, provide something 
like “five-foot shelf handy reference books every- 


thing” can explain excuse this mediocre “dictionary.” 


Everything alphabetical order; everything, that is, 
which the editor (who acknowledges assistance 
assistants) has seen fit include the listing. 
included very summary and often quite unsatis- 
factory. Marquand gets scant notice, mention- 
ing only four titles his works and little else; James 
Farrell gets extended notice and sort “apologia” 
for his political attitude. sentence Faulkner 
ends with the awkwardly silly phrase, “he wrote 
Lay Dying (1930) upturned wheelbarrow.” 
There are longish “articles” under the listing Drama; 
Novel, the American; Poetry America; Short Story 
America; Criticism, which the “editor” calls atten- 
tion having “special value the student.” The 
student would better advised consult any ency- 
clopedia for better summary. library desires 
have samples all such “reference books” its 
shelves, this reviewer finds little this “dictionary” 
recommend its purchase, until published some 
reprint form twenty-five cents the copy. 
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